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The legal regulation of organ transplantation in Azerbaijan is currently in an active phase of development, seeking to balance the significant
life-saving potential of transplants with the need for robust ethical standards and effective criminal law safeguards. This article provides
a comprehensive analysis of the Azerbaijani legal framework governing organ donation and transplantation, with particular emphasis on
the criminal law provisions addressing illegal organ trade and unlawful transplantation practices. The paper traces the evolution of relevant
national legislation, beginning with the 1999 Law on Human Organ and (or) Tissue Transplantation and culminating in the adoption of the new
Law on Donation and Transplantation of Human Organs and (or) Tissues in 2020. Attention is given to key articles of the Criminal Code that
establish liability for offenses such as coercive organ removal, the commercial sale of organs, and trafficking in human beings for the purpose
of organ harvesting.

The article also explores law enforcement and judicial practice through the lens of documented cases of illegal transplantation and organ
trafficking in Azerbaijan, emphasizing the main difficulties faced in identifying such crimes and bringing perpetrators to justice. In addition,
a comparative analysis is conducted to assess the extent to which Azerbaijan’s legal framework aligns with international standards, including
the World Health Organization’s Guiding Principles on Human Cell, Tissue and Organ Transplantation and the relevant conventions of the Council
of Europe. Particular focus is placed on the principles of voluntary and informed consent, the absolute prohibition of organ commercialism,
the severity of legal sanctions, and the role of international cooperation mechanisms. The study concludes that although Azerbaijani law
formally prohibits illegal organ trade and includes penalties that reflect global legal standards, there remain persistent challenges related to law
enforcement capacity, public awareness, and the underdevelopment of cadaveric donation systems.
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MpaBoBe peryntoBaHHs TpaHcnnaHTauii opraHie B AsepbaiigxaHi nepebyBae Ha eTani akTMBHOTO PO3BUTKY Ta CMPSIMOBaHE Ha AOCSTHEHHS
6anaHcy MiX XUTTEBO BaXIIMBOIO POMIIIO TpaHCNMaHTauii Ta HeOOXiAHICTIO AOTPUMAaHHS ETUYHUX HOPM i 3abe3neyeHHs KpUMiHanbHO-NpaBo-
BUWX rapaHTiii. Y cTaTTi NnpeacTaBieHo KOMMMEKCHWIA aHani3 3akoHoaasyoi 6a3u AsepbaiigxaHy y cdepi 4OHOPCTBa Ta TpaHCNNaHTaLii opraHis,
3 0COBNMBYM aKLEHTOM Ha KpMMiHaNbHO-NPaBOBi MOMOXEHHS, L0 CTOCYIOTbCSH HE3aKOHHOI TOPriBMi OpraHamy Ta NPOTUMPaBHOI TpaHCNaHTaLii.
Po3srnsiHyTo eTanu eBonowii HaLioHanbHoro 3akoHoaascTBa — Bif 3akoHy 1999 poky Npo TpaHcnnaHTauito opraHis i (abo) TkaHWH NoAUHKM [0
NPUAHATTS HOBOrO 3aKOHY NPO AOHOPCTBO Ta TPaHCMaHTaLito opraHiB i (a6o) TkaHuH mogmhm y 2020 poui. Ocobnusy yBary npuaineHo crartam
KpuminanbHoro kogekcy, siki nepenbavaroTb BianosiganbHICTb 3a NPUMYCOBE BUIYYEHHS OpraHiB, iX KOMepLiiHWIA 06ir, a TaKoX TOPTiBMK0 MogbMU
3 METOI BUITYYEHHS OpraHiB.

Y cTaTTi TakoX NpoaHaniaoBaHO NPaBO3aCTOCOBHY MPaKTVKY Ha OCHOBI 3aJ0KYMEHTOBaHUX BUMAAKIB HE3aKOHHOI TpaHcnnaHTauii Ta Top-
riBni opraHamu B AsepbaiiaxaHi, 30cepeKyroun yBary Ha OCHOBHUX TPYAHOLLAX BUSBMEHHS TakvX 3MOYMHIB | MPUTSATHEHHS BUHHWX A0 Bifgmno-
BiganbHocTi. [poBeAeHO NOPIBHAMBHWI aHani3 BigNOBIGHOCTI HaLioOHaNbHOrO 3aKOHOA4ABCTBA MKHApPOOHUM CTaHaapTaMm, 3okpema KepiBHUM
npuHuMnaMm BcecBiTHBOI opraHisaLii 0XOpoHM 300POB’A WOAO TpaHCNaHTauil KNiTUH, TKaHWH | OpraHiB MIOAVHM Ta BigNOBIOHUM KOHBEHLSIM
Pagu €sponu. [etanbHo po3rnsiHyTO NUTaHHS [o6pOoBiNbHOI Ta iHpopMoBaHoi 3roaun, abconTHOT 3a60pPOHK TOPTiBMI OpraHamu, CyBOpOCTI
CaHKLIii, a TaKoX MexaHi3MiB MiXHapodHOI cniBnpaui. Y pesynbrati AOCNimKeHHS BCTAHOBIEHO, WO Xo4ya adepbaiikaHcbke 3aKOHOOAaBCTBO
dopmanbHo 3abopoHsie Topriento opraHamu Ta nepeabayae nokapaHHs BiANOBIAHO A0 MiKHAPOAHUX CTaHAAPTIB, HA NpaKTULi 3anuLLaloTbLCA
CepVio3Hi BUKNMKM, 30KpemMa HecTava KafleBepHOro JOHOPCTBa Ta notpeba B NOCUIIEHHI MeXaHi3MiB NpaBo3acToCyBaHHS.

KntouyoBi cnoBa: TpaHcnnaHTauis opraHis, KpyMiHanbHe Npaso, TOPriBAs OpraHamu, 3roga, MbkHapoAHi CTaHAApTW, He3aKkoHHa TpaHCnaHTaLjis.

Introduction. Problem statement. Organ transplan-
tation is a critical lifesaving medical procedure, but it also
raises complex legal and ethical issues. In many countries,
including Azerbaijan, the need to regulate organ donation
and prevent abuses has led to detailed legislation and criminal
law provisions. Globally, a shortage of organs for transplant
has contributed to the rise of an illicit trade in human organs,
prompting international concern. It is estimated that around
5-10 % of all organ transplants worldwide are conducted
illegally, often involving vulnerable donors and transplant
tourism across borders. This global context has spurred inter-
national organizations to establish norms for ethical trans-
plantation practices. The World Health Organization (WHO)
first issued Guiding Principles on Human Organ Transplan-
tation [12] in 1991 (updated in 2010), affirming that organ
donations should be obtained voluntarily without commercial
payment and with informed consent. Likewise, international
agreements such as the Council of Europe’s conventions
have sought to combat organ trafficking and harmonize legal
standards. Azerbaijan has been developing its legal frame-
work on organ transplantation since the late 1990s, in tan-
dem with these international efforts. The country’s first ded-
icated law on organ and tissue transplantation was adopted

in 1999, establishing the basic legal conditions for donation
and transplant procedures. This was a period when post-So-
viet states were forming new legal approaches, and Azerbai-
jan’s law aimed to enable transplants while preventing organ
commerce. The Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan
(1999) was also tailored to include specific crimes related to
organ transplantation, such as the illegal sale of human organs
and coercion to obtain organs. In the following years, Azer-
baijan joined global initiatives against human trafficking,
which included provisions addressing trafficking for organ
removal. Despite a clear legal prohibition on organ trading,
Azerbaijan faced practical challenges in implementation. For
more than two decades after the 1999 law, the country per-
formed transplantations only from living donors, as cultural
and systemic barriers impeded cadaveric (deceased donor)
transplantation. This limitation not only restricted the growth
of transplant programs but also meant that patients in need
sometimes resorted to seeking organs abroad, creating a risk
of involvement (wittingly or unwittingly) in black-market
transplant arrangements. Notably, law enforcement author-
ities in Azerbaijan have investigated and broken up organ
trafficking networks operating within or via the country,
illustrating that the illicit trade is a real concern. These cases
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underscore the importance of robust criminal law enforce-
ment as well as effective preventive measures domestically.
In light of recent legal reforms and international commit-
ments by Azerbaijan — including a new 2020 law on organ
donation and the signing of the Council of Europe Conven-
tion against Trafficking in Human Organs [8] in 2023 — it is
timely to assess the current state of Azerbaijani law in this
field. The purpose of the article is to provide a compre-
hensive analysis of the Azerbaijani legal framework gov-
erning organ donation and transplantation, with particular
emphasis on the criminal law provisions addressing illegal
organ trade and unlawful transplantation practices. This arti-
cle provides a comprehensive analysis of organ transplanta-
tion under Azerbaijan’s legislation, with a focus on criminal
law aspects. It reviews the national legal framework gov-
erning lawful organ donation and transplantation, exam-
ines the criminalization of illegal organ removal and trade,
evaluates enforcement practice, and considers the alignment
of Azerbaijani law with international standards and compar-
ative examples. The goal is to identify both the strengths
of the legal regime and the challenges that remain in ensuring
that organ transplantation in Azerbaijan is conducted ethi-
cally and that crimes such as organ trafficking are effectively
prevented and punished.

Literature Review. The issue of legal regulation of organ
transplantation and combating illegal organ trafficking has
become increasingly relevant in the context of transnational
crime, advances in biomedicine, and ethical challenges. Modern
academic literature demonstrates growing interest in the pro-
tection of human rights, adherence to international standards,
and criminal law mechanisms related to transplantology.

In particular, Parvina Ismayilova [1], in her study "Inter-
national standards and domestic legislation on human organ
donation and transplantation,”" examines the extent to which
Azerbaijan's legislation complies with international standards,
including the Council of Europe Convention against Traffick-
ing in Human Organs and the WHO Guiding Principles. The
author emphasizes not only the need for the implementation
of legal norms but also the importance of developing organ
donation systems, including creating conditions for artificial
organ transplantation.

Vladyslava Vikhotska [2], in her publication "Trafficking in
Human Organs and Tissues as a Form of Transnational Crimi-
nal Activity," highlights the connection between organ traffick-
ing and international criminal networks. She draws attention to
the low effectiveness of identifying such crimes due to eviden-
tiary difficulties, lack of international coordination, and weak
legal mechanisms for prevention and prosecution.

The national perspective is presented in the work
of B.M. Holovkin [3] "Human Organ Trafficking: Ukrainian
Realities," which analyzes the situation in Ukraine. The author
points out isolated incidents involving the illegal circulation
of fetal materials, as well as the involvement of Ukrainian cit-
izens in international criminal schemes.

The legal and ethical dimension is addressed by
D.S. Chornenka [4] in her study "Legal Regulation of Somatic
Human Rights: Organ and Tissue Transplantation in Ukraine
and Abroad." The author explores transplantation as a form
of exercising somatic rights and stresses the importance
of maintaining a balance between human dignity and access to
life-saving medical procedures.

A broader criminological view is provided by V. D’ordyai
[5] in "A Criminological View on Transnational Crime Through
the Lens of Illegal Human Organ Trafficking," in which the author
argues for the need for international cooperation, harmonization
of criminal legislation, and the strengthening of prosecution
mechanisms to effectively combat organ trafficking.

Overall, these studies reveal a common challenge for many
countries—despite the formal existence of criminal prohibi-
tions and sanctions in national law, the practical enforcement
remains weak. Systemic issues such as inadequate detection

mechanisms, an underdeveloped culture of organ donation,
and insufficient international cooperation continue to hinder
the effectiveness of the legal framework in practice.

Methodology. The present research adopts a doctrinal
and comparative legal methodology, grounded in the analysis
of legislation, international instruments, and scholarly sources.
Primary sources include Azerbaijan’s domestic laws and regula-
tions on organ transplantation (notably the 1999 and 2020 stat-
utes) and relevant provisions of the Criminal Code. These are
examined in light of their legislative history and context. A com-
parative approach is employed by examining international stand-
ards — such as WHO Guiding Principles and Council of Europe
conventions — and the experiences of other jurisdictions to con-
textualize Azerbaijani law. The study also utilizes a formal-legal
method to interpret statutory provisions and a comparative-legal
method to evaluate differences and similarities with foreign laws
and treaty requirements. Additionally, case reports and news
of enforcement actions are reviewed to gauge how the laws are
applied in practice. This mixed methodology enables a thorough
understanding of both the letter of the law and its real-world
implementation, and helps in formulating an informed analysis
of the legal issues surrounding organ transplantation and organ
trafficking in Azerbaijan.

Presentation of the main material. Azerbaijani Legal
Framework for Organ Transplantation

Legislative Evolution: Azerbaijan’s foundational legal act
in the field of organ transplantation was the Law “On Trans-
plantation of Human Organs and (or) Tissues,” adopted on
October 28, 1999 [10]. This law for the first time established
rules for organ donation and transplant procedures in the coun-
try. Under this framework, organ transplantation was permitted
only for therapeutic purposes — specifically to save a patient’s
life or restore health when other treatments are ineffective.
The law also limited the permissible organs to a specific list
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. Originally, this list
included vital organs and tissues such as the heart, lungs (and
heart-lung complex), liver, kidneys, pancreas (or segments
thereof), bone marrow, spleen, and corneas. Importantly,
the 1999 law explicitly prohibited the purchase or sale of these
human organs and tissues, mirroring ethical norms against
organ commercialism; violation of this prohibition was made
a criminal offense under the Criminal Code (Article 137).

Over time, the need to update the transplantation law
became apparent due to medical advancements and gaps in
the old law’s implementation. In 2020, Azerbaijan enacted
a new Law “On Donation and Transplantation of Human
Organs and Tissues” [7], replacing the 1999 statute. President
ITham Aliyev signed this law in October 2020, and it entered
into force in 2021. The 2020 law provides a modernized legal
framework, defining the rights and obligations of donors,
recipients, medical institutions, and personnel involved in
organ transplantation. It introduced clearer procedures for both
living and deceased donation and aimed to remove ambigui-
ties that had hindered the practice of cadaveric transplants. For
example, it established the creation of an ethics commission
and a national registry for organ donors and patients in need,
and expanded the list of transplantable organs (e.g. including
composite transplants like heart-lung and parts of the pan-
creas). The reform was influenced by international best prac-
tices and the recognition that Azerbaijan’s transplant system
needed to become more self-sufficient and equitable.

Consent and Donor Protection: Azerbaijani legislation
places great emphasis on informed consent as a prerequisite
for any organ donation. Both the donor and the recipient (or
their legal representatives, if the recipient is a minor or inca-
pable) must provide written informed consent to the trans-
plantation procedure. The law stipulates that consent must be
free, specific, and informed — the donor and recipient are to be
fully apprised of the possible medical complications and con-
sequences of the transplant. The only narrow exception to
the consent requirement is in life-threatening emergencies
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for the recipient, where delaying a transplant to obtain formal
consent could result in the recipient’s death. In all other cases,
proceeding without consent would be unlawful. Furthermore,
confidentiality is protected: it is illegal to divulge information
about the donor or transplantation without permission from
both parties.

The law also builds in safeguards to ensure that any organ
donation by a living person is truly voluntary. It explicitly
prohibits organ removal from individuals who are in certain
vulnerable categories or relationships of dependence. For
instance, a person cannot be accepted as a living donor if they
are under pressure or duress, or if they are materially, physi-
cally, or psychologically dependent on the recipient (such as
an employee donating to an employer, or any scenario sugges-
tive of coercion). Prisoners of war, incarcerated individuals,
and persons with mental disabilities are categorically disqual-
ified from being organ donors under the law, given the high
risk that their consent could be compromised. Additionally,
there are age restrictions: only adults (18 years and older) can
be living organ donors (except in the case of bone marrow,
where minors may donate with appropriate safeguards). These
provisions align with ethical principles intended to prevent
exploitation of vulnerable populations and to ensure that organ
donation is based on the donor’s altruistic choice.

To protect living donors, Azerbaijani law mandates thor-
ough medical evaluation and post-operative care. Prior to
donation, a potential donor must undergo extensive medical
examinations to confirm the absence of health conditions that
would make donation excessively risky. Genetic compatibil-
ity tests between the donor and recipient are required (except
for organs like bone marrow) to improve transplant success
and avoid unnecessary harm. The law also guarantees that
after the donation, the donor is entitled to necessary treat-
ment, rehabilitation, and medications free of charge. If a donor
were to suffer any health impairment or disability as a result
of the donation, they have the right to social protection, such
as a disability pension. These measures reflect a “do no harm”
principle aimed at minimizing the risks to living donors who
selflessly undergo surgery to save another’s life.

Deceased Donor Transplantation: One of the critical com-
ponents of the legal framework — and its challenges — concerns
cadaveric (deceased) organ donation. Under Azerbaijani law,
organs from deceased persons can be used for transplantation
provided certain conditions are met. The death of the donor must
be established beyond doubt, including confirmation of brain
death by a commission of physicians, and the transplant sur-
geon cannot participate in the death certification process. Con-
sent for deceased donation can be given by the individual dur-
ing their lifetime (for example, by an advance written consent
or an opt-in designation) or, if the individual had not explicitly
refused and is now deceased, by the next of kin. However, if
the deceased person left a written objection to organ donation
(an opt-out), that wish is binding and no organs can be taken.
These rules are in line with international ethical norms, strik-
ing a balance between enabling post-mortem organ donation
and respecting individual autonomy and family rights.

In practice, Azerbaijan historically struggled to imple-
ment deceased donor transplantation. Despite the legal allow-
ance for cadaveric transplants, no organ procurement from
deceased donors took place for more than 20 years after
the adoption of the 1999 law. This was attributed by experts
and even members of parliament to a lack of proper imple-
mentation mechanisms and perhaps public awareness. The
absence of a structured organ donation system (such as a donor
registry or an established organ procurement organization),
combined with cultural and religious attitudes toward body
integrity after death, resulted in continued reliance on living
donors. The situation has started to change under the new
2020 law. As of January 1, 2022, Azerbaijan began putting into
effect procedures for obtaining organs from deceased donors
who experience brain death, with the consent of their relatives

as required by the law. A list of authorized medical facilities
has been approved to handle organ recovery, and ethical com-
missions are being set up to oversee the process. Recognizing
the sensitivity of the issue in Azerbaijani society, healthcare
officials have even involved religious leaders in public discus-
sions to help build trust and acceptance for cadaveric organ
donation. This development marks a significant step toward
a more robust transplantation system that could reduce pres-
sure on living donors and help combat organ shortages that
drive patients toward the black market.

In summary, Azerbaijan’s legal framework provides
a comprehensive basis for organ transplantation, emphasizing
strict consent requirements, donor protections, and a ban on
organ commercialism. It aligns with core international princi-
ples by prohibiting organ sales and ensuring that donations are
voluntary and ethically sourced. However, as will be discussed
later, having laws on the books is only part of the equation —
enforcement and practical application are crucial for these pro-
visions to be effective.

Criminal Law Provisions and Penalties. Azerbaijani
criminal law fortifies the prohibitions in the transplanta-
tion law by penalizing activities that undermine voluntary
and altruistic organ donation. The primary criminal provision
is Article 137 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan [6], which specifically addresses illegal dealings in human
organs and tissues. Article 137 establishes several offenses:
the purchase or sale of human organs or tissues, and coercion
to withdraw organs or tissues for transplantation. Each carries
its own range of penalties reflecting the severity and circum-
stances of the act.

Illegal Purchase or Sale of Organs (Article 137.1):
The basic offense under Article 137 is the “illegal purchase
and sale of human organs or tissues.” This targets any trans-
action in which a human organ is treated as a commodity — in
other words, organ trafficking in the sense of buying or sell-
ing organs for profit. Such conduct is criminalized regardless
of whether the donor ostensibly “consents,” because any con-
sent given in exchange for monetary gain is considered invalid
and exploitative under the law. The penalty for organ com-
mercialism is a fine ranging from 2,000 to 5,000 Azerbaijani
manats or corrective labor for up to two years, or imprison-
ment for up to three years; additionally, the convicted person
can be barred from certain positions or activities for up to three
years. While imprisonment is available, the inclusion of fines
and non-custodial penalties signals that basic organ trading
(absent aggravating factors) is treated as a serious but mid-
level offense under Azerbaijani law. The punishment frame-
work aims to deter organ brokers and those who would attempt
to buy an organ from an impoverished donor, by making it
unequivocally illegal.

Coercion to Donate an Organ (Article 137.2 & 137.3):
Recognizing that organ removal can be obtained by force or
exploitation, Article 137 also criminalizes compelling someone
to give up an organ. Article 137.2 covers coercion to remove
organs or tissues by means of violence or threat of violence.
This would apply, for example, if a person is kidnapped or
physically threatened to make them undergo an organ removal
surgery. The prescribed punishment is imprisonment for up to
four years, along with a possible ban on certain activities for
up to three years. The use of violence elevates the wrongdoing,
reflected in a higher penalty than a consensual illegal sale.

Article 137.3 further addresses coercion where the perpe-
trator exploits the victim’s vulnerable position rather than using
direct violence. It criminalizes the same act (organ removal
without real consent) when committed by taking advantage
of the victim’s helpless state or financial or other dependence
on the offender. For instance, if a doctor or caretaker leverages
their authority over a patient, or if a person abuses a position
of economic dominance to pressure someone into “donat-
ing” an organ, it would fall under this clause. The penalty for
exploiting such a dependency to obtain an organ is imprison-
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ment for 3 to 5 years, plus an optional three-year prohibition
from certain roles. The law thus distinguishes between overt
violent coercion and more subtle forms of coercion via vulner-
ability, but both are felonies carrying multi-year prison terms.
By explicitly including non-violent coercion, Azerbaijani law
acknowledges that consent can be negated not only by phys-
ical force but also by circumstances of inequality and duress.

It should be noted that these Article 137 offenses fill
an important gap: they punish organ trafficking at the individual
level (such as a broker or a person coercing a family member),
even if the act does not amount to full-fledged human traffick-
ing as defined in separate laws. Essentially, Article 137 targets
the supply side of illegal organ trade (those who obtain organs
illicitly, whether by purchase or force). However, the crim-
inal code does not explicitly list a penalty for the recipient
of an illegal organ transplant — that is, the person who receives
a bought organ is not clearly criminalized by Article 137. The
focus is on those who source or extract the organ. In practice,
recipients could potentially face liability as accomplices or
under general provisions if they actively partake in the illicit
deal, but Azerbaijani law, like that of many countries, treads
carefully when it comes to criminalizing desperate patients.

Beyond Article 137, Azerbaijan’s Criminal Code addresses
organ trafficking through the broader lens of human traffick-
ing. In 2005, Azerbaijan amended its criminal laws in line
with international anti-trafficking norms (after acceding to
the UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol and Council of Europe
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings).
Article 144-1 of the Criminal Code was introduced to define
and punish “human trafficking”, which encompasses various
forms of exploitation, including organ removal.

Trafficking in Persons for Organ Removal (Article 144-1):
Article 144-1 defines human trafficking as the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons
by illicit means (force, fraud, coercion, etc.) for the pur-
pose of exploitation. The law makes clear that exploitation
of a person includes, among other forms, the “unlawful taking
of organs or tissues of the person”. In other words, if some-
one is trafficked — tricked or forced — into giving up an organ,
this is treated as a human trafficking crime in addition to
the organ-specific crime. The base punishment for human traf-
ficking under Article 144-1.1 is 5 to 10 years’ imprisonment.
However, there are numerous aggravated circumstances which
raise the penalties.

One particularly relevant aggravation is if the trafficking is
committed for the purpose of removal of the victim’s organs or
tissues. Article 144-1.2.9 provides that when human traffick-
ing is carried out with the intent to remove organs, the punish-
ment escalates to 8 to 12 years of imprisonment. This reflects
the especially heinous nature of organ trafficking as a form
of exploitation. If the trafficking for organ removal results in
the victim’s death or other grave consequences, the penalty
can increase further to 10 to 15 years’ imprisonment under
Article 144-1.3. These sentences are quite severe, compara-
ble to penalties for violent crimes and indicating that organ
trafficking is seen as a particularly serious offense against
personhood and human dignity. Additionally, Azerbaijani law
stipulates that a victim’s consent is irrelevant in human traf-
ficking cases — thus, even if an impoverished person “agreed”
to sell an organ due to desperation, that would not exonerate
the trafficker.

The interplay between Article 137 and Article 144-1 is
noteworthy. In essence, an illegal organ removal could be pros-
ecuted under Article 137 if it’s more of an isolated transaction
or coercion, or under the trafficking provisions if it involves
the broader actions of moving or recruiting a person for that
purpose. For example, if a criminal group lures donors from
abroad into Azerbaijan with false promises and removes their
organs for transplant tourists, this would clearly fall under
human trafficking (organized, exploitative, cross-border).
Indeed, Azerbaijani authorities have faced such scenarios:

cases in the late 2000s and early 2010s involved foreigners
and locals being recruited for kidney sales and operations
performed clandestinely. In one infamous case connected to
the “Medicus” clinic scandal, an international ring arranged
transplants in Azerbaijan’s capital, leading to arrests in
20102011 of several doctors and brokers linked to organ
trafficking. Those prosecutions likely invoked the human traf-
ficking statute given the organized nature and the exploitation
of multiple victims.

In addition to these specific provisions, other general crim-
inal laws can come into play. If an illegal transplant results in
harm or death to the donor, charges such as causing grievous
bodily harm or even homicide could theoretically be consid-
ered. Likewise, any medical professionals who participate in
unauthorized organ removal face legal consequences. Azerbai-
jani law (outside the Criminal Code) provides administrative
and professional sanctions (loss of medical license, etc.) for
doctors involved in illicit transplants, and under the criminal
law they could be charged as principals or accomplices to
the above offenses. However, as of the time of writing, Azer-
baijan has not established a separate crime for medical per-
sonnel who perform illegal organ transplants (apart from their
liability under general provisions). This is an area that may
evolve, especially following Azerbaijan’s recent international
commitments which urge states to criminalize activities like
performing or facilitating an illicit organ transplant.

In summary, Azerbaijan’s criminal law framework
addresses organ transplantation abuses on multiple levels.
Article 137 directly criminalizes organ trading and forced
organ donation, focusing on individual acts of organ procure-
ment by illicit means. Article 144-1 (trafficking in persons)
covers organized or systematic exploitation for organ removal,
carrying heavier penalties. Together, these provisions cover
a range of scenarios from a one-off black-market kidney sale
to a transnational organ trafficking scheme. The penalties are
significant — up to 3 years for a basic organ sale, up to 5 years
for coerced removal, and up to 12 or even 15 years for traffick-
ing cases — reflecting the legislature’s intent to strongly deter
such crimes. The next section will consider how these laws
have been applied in practice and what challenges remain for
enforcement.

Enforcement Practices. The effectiveness of any legal
provisions depends on their enforcement. In Azerbaijan, as in
many countries, tackling crimes related to organ transplanta-
tion presents unique difficulties. These offenses are often cov-
ert, involve consenting participants (at least in illegal sales)
or intimidated victims afraid to speak out, and can implicate
medical professionals as well as criminal intermediaries.
Nonetheless, Azerbaijan’s law enforcement and security agen-
cies have actively pursued cases of illegal organ procurement
and transplantation, especially in the last decade, signaling
a commitment to uphold the law.

Investigation of Organ Trafficking Networks: A notable
enforcement success occurred in 2018, when the Azerbai-
jani State Security Service (SSS) uncovered a transnational
organ trafficking ring. According to official reports, the SSS
launched a criminal case into illegal acts of human organ traf-
ficking that involved coercing individuals into organ removal
in contravention of national law prohibiting the sale of human
organs. The network was described as transnational, indicat-
ing that it spanned multiple countries. The investigation led
to the arrest of at least one Azerbaijani citizen, Vahib Khu-
dadatov, who, along with foreign accomplices, was involved
in recruiting people and arranging for the purchase and sale
of their organs for transplantation abroad. Victims (the sellers
of organs) were identified and placed under medical supervi-
sion after the authorities intervened. This case demonstrates
Azerbaijani enforcement agencies applying the law — likely
Articles 137 and/or 144-1 — to protect citizens from exploita-
tion and to penalize those who orchestrate such schemes. It
also underscores the cross-border nature of organ trafficking,
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which necessitates international cooperation (the mention
of foreign citizens implies coordination with other countries’
authorities).

Earlier, in the 2010-2011 period, Azerbaijan was linked to
the investigation of the notorious Medicus clinic organ traffick-
ing case in Kosovo. Reports emerged that some organ trans-
plant surgeries had been performed in Baku involving an organ
trafficking syndicate run by foreign surgeons. Intelligence
sources indicated that a Turkish doctor wanted by Interpol, who
was central to the Medicus case, had been observed conduct-
ing illicit kidney transplants in Azerbaijan around 2008-2009.
The Prosecutor General’s Office of Azerbaijan, acting on a tip
from Ukrainian police, found that donors from various coun-
tries were brought to Baku for illegal kidney removals, and sev-
eral Ukrainian doctors were arrested for involvement. While
details are scant (much of it came to light through international
investigations), it appears Azerbaijan cooperated in the legal
process by investigating local facilitators. The case highlighted
that Azerbaijan, with its developing private healthcare sector,
could be targeted by organ trafficking rings seeking venues for
transplant surgeries. It likely spurred domestic authorities to be
more vigilant. Indeed, the subsequent tightening of oversight on
transplant activities and closer monitoring of hospitals can be
partly attributed to lessons learned from such incidents.

Law Enforcement Structure: Azerbaijan has specialized
units and legal mechanisms for combating human trafficking,
which encompass organ trafficking. The Ministry of Internal
Affairs operates a department for combating human traffick-
ing, and a National Coordinator on trafficking issues issues
annual reports. Although these efforts mostly focus on sex
and labor trafficking, they also cover trafficking for organ
removal as mandated by law. Under the 2005 Law on the Fight
Against Trafficking in Persons, victims of trafficking (includ-
ing those trafficked for organ removal) are entitled to protec-
tion and assistance. Shelters and rehabilitation services exist,
though in practice identification of organ trafficking victims is
rare compared to other forms of trafficking.

One challenge in enforcement is the low incidence (at least
detected incidence) of purely domestic organ trafficking cases.
Because Azerbaijan had no system for deceased donation until
recently and a cultural reluctance to consider organ removal after
death, there has not been a problem of, for example, organ theft
from morgues or murders for organs within the country. The
known cases involve willing sellers who are driven by poverty
(thus falling under illegal organ sale or trafficking victim, depend-
ing on circumstances) and organized networks that move donors/
recipients across borders. The law enforcement response there-
fore often requires coordination with other countries — sharing
intelligence, tracking financial transactions, and extraditing sus-
pects. Azerbaijan has worked with organizations like INTERPOL
and with neighboring countries’ police in such investigations.
For instance, coordination with Ukraine was evident in the case
involving Ukrainian donors, as mentioned above.

Prosecution and Adjudication: Information on prosecu-
tions under Article 137 specifically is limited in open sources.
It’s likely that when organ sale arrangements between indi-
viduals are discovered, those cases might be quietly handled
(and possibly resolved with plea agreements or lesser charges)
unless they involve larger syndicates. However, Azerbaijan’s
judiciary has had at least a few trials related to organ traffick-
ing. Media reports indicate that in some instances, persons who
arranged for Azeri citizens to travel abroad (to countries where
illicit transplants were available) have been charged under
trafficking statutes. One publicized trial in the early 2010s
involved a group that sent Azerbaijanis to Pakistan for kidney
sales; those recruiters were prosecuted when the scheme was
uncovered. The details of convictions and sentences in such
cases are not always reported, but given the legal provisions,
they faced substantial prison terms if convicted.

It is also worth noting that enforcement is not solely puni-
tive; there have been preventive and administrative measures.

For example, the Ministry of Health in Azerbaijan maintains
strict licensing requirements for transplant surgeries. Only
certain hospitals with experienced surgeons are authorized to
perform transplants, and any unauthorized transplant activity
can lead to the revocation of medical licenses and potentially
criminal investigation. After the Medicus-related revelations,
Azerbaijan reportedly increased scrutiny on transplant pro-
grams and may have temporarily halted some activities until
clear regulations were in place.

Challenges in Enforcement: Despite the above actions,
significant challenges remain in effectively enforcing organ
transplant laws:

Undercover Nature of Crimes: Illegal organ agreements
are often made in secret between willing participants (the
donor-seller and the recipient-buyer, mediated by brokers).
Unless someone complains or a medical complication brings
the victim to a hospital, these deals can go undetected. Law
enforcement must rely on intelligence and tips, which are not
always forthcoming. Societal stigma may deter victims from
coming forward — a person who sold a kidney might be reluc-
tant to admit it afterward, and a recipient who bought one will
not volunteer that information to authorities.

Proof and Legal Complexities: In cases of alleged organ
sales, proving the exchange of money and the lack of genuine
consent can be challenging. Transactions might be informal
or through third-parties. The physical evidence (the organ
itself) is inside someone’s body, so investigations rely on med-
ical records and testimonies. Additionally, if the transplant
occurred outside Azerbaijan, asserting jurisdiction or gather-
ing evidence requires international legal assistance.

Organized Networks: High-level organ trafficking often
involves corrupt medical personnel and forged documents
(for example, falsifying donor relationships or consent forms).
This requires sophisticated investigation techniques. Azerbai-
jan, by committing to international conventions, is improv-
ing its toolkit — including mutual legal assistance treaties
and extradition agreements — but investigating a network that
spans several countries is a resource-intensive process.

Preventive Measures: Enforcement isn’t only about catch-
ing criminals after the fact; it’s also about preventing vulner-
able individuals from falling prey. This means raising pub-
lic awareness that selling an organ is illegal and dangerous,
and ensuring that patients are informed of legal and ethical
ways to seek transplants. It also means reducing demand for
black-market organs by expanding legitimate donation. Azer-
baijan’s push to develop deceased donor transplantation is
partly an enforcement strategy as well — if patients can get
a legal transplant at home, they are less likely to engage in
transplant tourism that could involve illicit organs.

In conclusion, Azerbaijan’s enforcement of organ trans-
plant laws has seen both successes and difficulties. High-pro-
file cases show that the authorities are capable of uncover-
ing and prosecuting organ trafficking operations, especially
with international cooperation. At the same time, the covert
and transnational nature of these crimes means that some
incidents may go undetected. Strengthening enforcement
will depend on continued vigilance by investigative agen-
cies, international collaboration, and the success of preventive
healthcare strategies that undercut the illegal market.

Comparative and International Perspectives

Azerbaijan’s legal approach to organ transplantation
and organ trafficking can be better understood in light of inter-
national standards and the practices of other jurisdictions.
Broadly speaking, Azerbaijan’s laws align with the global
consensus that organ commerce must be banned and that
transplantation should occur within a regulated, ethical frame-
work. However, comparing the specifics reveals areas for fur-
ther development and harmonization, especially as Azerbaijan
moves to ratify new international conventions.

WHO Guiding Principles: The World Health Organiza-
tion’s Guiding Principles on Human Cell, Tissue and Organ
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Transplantation serve as a baseline for national laws. Key
principles include: voluntary and unpaid donation of organs,
accurate determination of death for deceased donation, equi-
table allocation of organs, and transparency and oversight in
the transplant system. Azerbaijan’s laws reflect these princi-
ples. The prohibition of organ purchase or sale in Azerbaijani
law directly mirrors the WHO principle that organs should not
be objects of commerce. The emphasis on informed consent
and the protection of donors (e.g., banning donations from
vulnerable persons) also hews closely to WHO’s ethical guide-
lines. Additionally, WHO encourages countries to maximize
deceased organ donation to meet patient needs and discour-
age transplant tourism; Azerbaijan’s policy shift to enable
cadaveric donation by 2022 is consistent with this advice, indi-
cating an effort to fulfill the principle of “the preferred source
of organs is deceased donors” noted by WHO and others.

One point of comparison is that some countries have adopted
presumed consent (opt-out) systems to improve deceased dona-
tion rates, whereas Azerbaijan requires explicit consent (opt-in)
or family consent after death. Culturally, an opt-in system may
be more acceptable in Azerbaijan at present. The establishment
of donor registries under the new law will be critical for captur-
ing those willing to donate organs post-mortem.

Council of Europe Standards: Although Azerbaijan is not
a member of the European Union, it is a member of the Coun-
cil of Europe (CoE) and has engaged with its normative
instruments. The CoE has two notable treaties in this realm:
the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine (Oviedo
Convention, 1997) with an Additional Protocol on Trans-
plantation (2002), and the Convention against Trafficking in
Human Organs (CETS No. 216, 2015). Azerbaijan has not
signed the Oviedo Convention to date, but in October 2023 it
signed the Convention against Trafficking in Human Organs,
signaling an intention to adopt its standards.

The Council of Europe Convention against Trafficking in
Human Organs (2015) is the first international treaty focused
specifically on organ trafficking as distinct from human traf-
ficking. It requires states to criminalize certain acts, including:
the illicit removal of organs from living or deceased donors
without valid consent or authorization, and any removal for
financial gain; the use of such illicitly removed organs in
transplantation; the solicitation or recruitment of organ donors
or recipients for profit; and aiding or abetting these offenses.
Essentially, it closes loopholes by targeting not only those who
extract organs, but also intermediaries and medical staff who
knowingly transplant illicit organs. The convention also calls
for victim protection measures and fosters international coop-
eration in tracking organ trafficking networks.

Azerbaijan’s  existing laws already cover much
of this ground. For example, removing an organ without
the donor’s consent is punishable (that would be coercion
under Article 137 or trafficking under 144-1), and removal
for financial gain is explicitly outlawed. However, the CoE
convention may require some fine-tuning of national law. One
area is criminalizing the use of illicit organs — i.e., holding
doctors accountable if they perform a transplant knowing
the organ was obtained illegally. Azerbaijan could introduce
a provision making it a crime for a surgeon or hospital to con-
duct a transplant with an organ purchased or taken without
consent. Another area is penalties for intermediaries such as
brokers or those who advertise organ trading; currently, they
would be captured by Article 137 as accomplices or conspir-
ators, but the convention encourages explicit criminalization
of solicitation and recruitment for organ trade. Upon ratifi-
cation, Azerbaijan will likely conduct a legislative review to
ensure full compliance. The positive aspect is that by sign-
ing the convention, Azerbaijan has shown commitment to
the highest standards of combating organ trafficking and will
benefit from cooperation mechanisms under that treaty.

UN and Other International Initiatives: Azerbaijanis aparty to
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized

Crime (UNTOC) and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Pun-
ish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children
(2000). While the UN Trafficking Protocol primarily addresses
exploitation such as sexual or labor exploitation, it explicitly
includes organ removal in the definition of exploitation. Azer-
baijan’s human trafficking law and Article 144-1 of the Criminal
Code were modeled on this, as discussed. Azerbaijan also aligns
with UN General Assembly resolutions condemning organ
trafficking [11] and urging member states to take action. For
instance, recent UN General Assembly resolutions have encour-
aged states to adopt measures similar to the CoE convention
(even for states outside the CoE).

Comparative National Approaches: Looking at other coun-
tries, Azerbaijan’s penalties for organ trade are broadly in line
with those in the region. For example, Russia and Kazakh-
stan also criminalize the sale of organs with several years
of imprisonment. European countries that have implemented
the CoE convention, such as Spain or Norway, have a range
of penalties often comparable for organ trafficking offenses
(typically 3—6 years for basic offenses, higher for aggravating
circumstances). One difference is that some countries impose
higher maximum sentences for organ trading than Azerbai-
jan’s Article 137 does. Azerbaijan’s maximum of 3 years
for the basic sale/purchase is on the lower end; some juris-
dictions treat any organ trade as a very serious crime (e.g.,
punishable by up to 7 or 10 years). However, Azerbaijan
addresses the worst cases under the trafficking article with up
to 12—15 years, which is quite stringent. This two-tier structure
(distinguishing organ trade versus organ trafficking) is some-
what unique; many countries either don’t differentiate or they
haven’t explicitly criminalized a standalone organ sale outside
of trafficking. Azerbaijan’s approach could be seen as ensuring
that even absent full trafficking, the act of buying or selling
an organ is criminal — which is a strength in compliance with
international norms.

Another comparative point is how countries regulate citi-
zens seeking transplants abroad. Some nations have started to
penalize “transplant tourism” — for instance, Israel and Taiwan
passed laws to punish brokers and even discourage patients
from obtaining organs illegally overseas, by making it ille-
gal to organize or fund such travel. Azerbaijan currently does
not have specific provisions about receiving an organ abroad
illegally, aside from the general prohibitions and the ability
to prosecute nationals for crimes committed extraterritori-
ally in certain cases. If organ trafficking abroad is discovered
(e.g., an Azerbaijani citizen sold a kidney in another country),
Azerbaijani law could, in theory, apply if elements of traffick-
ing occurred (like recruitment in Azerbaijan). Strengthening
international collaboration is key; Azerbaijan’s engagement
with bodies like INTERPOL and cooperative agreements (for
example, with Turkey or Iran, where some Azeri patients go
for transplants) will bolster its comparative effectiveness.

International Cooperation: By aligning with international
standards, Azerbaijan also gains access to cooperative frame-
works. The newly signed CoE Convention on organ traffick-
ing provides for information exchange and mutual assistance
among parties in investigating organ trafficking offenses
. It complements existing agreements on human trafficking.
Cooperation was evidenced in cases like the one involving
Ukraine and Kosovo — sharing of intelligence was crucial.
Another example is the cooperation with Turkey and Israel
in cases where citizens of those countries have been involved
(Azerbaijan has worked with Turkish authorities when Turkish
nationals were suspect surgeons, and with Israel when Israeli
recipients or brokers were involved, as referenced indirectly in
media on past cases).

In conclusion, from a comparative and international per-
spective, Azerbaijan is broadly consistent with global norms:
organ sales are banned, consent is paramount, and organ traf-
ficking is criminalized with significant penalties. The coun-
try’s recent steps — updating domestic law and joining interna-

249



Ne 4/2025

tional conventions — demonstrate a responsiveness to evolving
standards. Going forward, the challenge will be to implement
these standards effectively. Experiences from other countries
show that strong laws must be accompanied by public educa-
tion (to promote deceased donation and reduce black market
demand) and international partnerships (since organ traffick-
ing often crosses borders). Azerbaijan’s commitment to these
avenues will determine how well the lofty ideals in its laws
translate into reality.

Challenges and Future Directions

While Azerbaijan has made substantial progress in estab-
lishing a legal framework aligned with international princi-
ples, several challenges persist in the area of organ transplan-
tation and its regulation. Addressing these issues is critical
for the legal regime to have its intended effect — saving lives
through ethical transplants while preventing abuse and crimi-
nal activity. Here we outline the key challenges and consider
potential future directions.

1. Implementation of Deceased Donation: Perhaps
the most significant challenge is operationalizing a viable
deceased donor program. As noted, for decades the absence
of cadaveric organ transplants in Azerbaijan was a glaring gap.
The new law and regulations are a step in the right direction,
but cultural acceptance remains a hurdle. Many Azerbaijanis
may be hesitant to consent to organ removal after death due to
religious or traditional beliefs about the integrity of the body.
This is not unique to Azerbaijan — many countries have faced
similar reluctance. The involvement of religious authori-
ties to endorse organ donation as a charitable act (sadagah)
could help shift perceptions, as could public campaigns shar-
ing stories of lives saved by donors. From a legal standpoint,
the challenge will be fine-tuning consent systems and ensur-
ing that hospital staff are fully trained and prepared to iden-
tify potential donors and approach families appropriately. If
the deceased donation program remains limited, patients will
continue to seek organs from living donors or abroad, which
in turn keeps the door open for illicit brokers. Thus, success-
fully implementing the cadaveric donation framework is both
a medical and a law enforcement priority.

2. Ensuring Enforcement and Detecting Violations: As dis-
cussed in the enforcement section, detecting organ trade vio-
lations is inherently difficult. Azerbaijan will need to bolster
inter-agency coordination — for instance, between healthcare
regulators and law enforcement. One practical step could be
auditing transplant practices: keeping detailed records of each
transplant and periodically reviewing them for any irregular-
ities (such as a suspicious pattern of “directed” donations to
unrelated people, which might mask organ sales). Another
measure is encouraging a reporting mechanism — whistle-
blowing by medical professionals who suspect organ traf-
ficking. Physicians are often the first to notice a patient who
has obtained a transplant under questionable circumstances.
Establishing clear guidelines about reporting such cases
(while respecting patient confidentiality to the extent possible)
can aid enforcement. However, as highlighted in one bioeth-
ics commentary, doctors face ethical dilemmas in reporting
patients who received illegal organs. Legal reform could be
considered to give doctors protection or even a mandate to
anonymously report organ trafficking incidents to authorities
without breaching doctor-patient privilege.

3. International Cooperation and Extradition: Organ traf-
ficking cases often involve multiple jurisdictions. Going for-
ward, Azerbaijan should continue to deepen cooperation with
destination and source countries for organ trafficking. Signing
the CoE Convention against organ trafficking will facilitate
this, but bilateral efforts are also useful. For example, if many
Azeri citizens go to country X for transplants, Azerbaijan
could work with country X to monitor those activities and vice
versa. Joint investigations can be conducted for transnational
syndicates. Extradition agreements are crucial to ensure that
if a ringleader of an organ trafficking network operates from

abroad (or escapes abroad), they can be brought to justice.
Azerbaijan has extradition treaties with several countries
and is part of the Minsk Convention (CIS countries) for legal
assistance. Utilizing these to prosecute organ trafficking is part
of the challenge, as such requests require substantial evidence
and legal groundwork.

4. Legislative Gaps: Although Azerbaijan’s laws are
robust, there is always room for refinement. One gap, as iden-
tified, is the liability of medical professionals who knowingly
engage in illegal organ removal or transplantation. The CoE
convention will likely prompt an amendment to criminalize
illicit transplant operations explicitly. Furthermore, creating
a legal obligation for healthcare institutions to verify that any
organ used in a transplant was obtained in accordance with law
could be considered. Another possible legislative development
could be to criminalize the act of advertising organ transac-
tions (for instance, someone posting an offer to sell a kidney
online) — though such acts might already fall under the attempt
or preparation of Article 137, making it explicit could enhance
deterrence. Additionally, Azerbaijan might consider aligning
the penalties of Article 137 with international practice by rais-
ing the maximum sentences if organ trading crimes increase.
Currently, a broker might view a 2,000-5,000 manat fine or
even a short jail term as a risk worth taking given the huge
sums of money involved in organ trafficking. Increasing
fines and imprisonment terms for organ sale/purchase could
strengthen deterrence, although that must be balanced against
proportionality for less culpable offenders.

5. Victim Protection and Rehabilitation: In organ traffick-
ing scenarios, the sellers of organs are often left with health
problems and little support. Azerbaijan’s trafficking victim
support system should integrate services for organ trafficking
victims. This includes medical follow-up (ensuring those who
parted with an organ get necessary care) and possibly financial
or social assistance since many were driven by economic des-
peration. If organ sellers know they can seek help without pun-
ishment, they may be more willing to come forward, which
in turn aids law enforcement. On the other side, recipients
of illicit organs are also in a vulnerable position — medically
and legally. While they are not labeled “victims” in the same
sense, they have been part of a crime (even if motivated by
illness). A compassionate approach might focus on educating
such patients rather than punishing them, reserving criminal
penalties for the organizers.

6. Sustainable Organ Donation System: In the long term,
the best antidote to organ trafficking is a well-functioning,
self-sufficient organ donation and transplant system domesti-
cally. Azerbaijan’s future efforts could include joining interna-
tional organ exchange organizations (for example, the Euro-
transplant network) if feasible, or developing a robust national
registry that optimizes use of available organs. The new law’s
provision for a donor/recipient registry is promising. Ensuring
transparency and public trust in that system will be key — any
scandal or corruption in organ allocation could severely under-
mine public willingness to donate. The law already mandates
equitable allocation based on medical criteria, which aligns
with WHO’s principle of justice in transplantation. Vigi-
lant oversight is needed to maintain fairness. If patients trust
the system, fewer will resort to underground means.

7. Ongoing Training and Education: Finally, continu-
ous training for law enforcement, prosecutors, and judges
on the nuances of organ trafficking cases is important. These
cases can be complex and technical, involving medical facts
and international law. Building expertise within the justice sys-
tem will result in more effective prosecutions. Similarly, edu-
cating healthcare providers about the legal boundaries and their
roles (for example, how to handle offers of payment for organs,
or what to do if they suspect a patient was trafficked) will help
prevent unintentional complicity. Many transplant surgeons
in Azerbaijan likely welcome the clearer rules, as it protects
the integrity of their profession and the trust of patients. In
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conclusion, Azerbaijan faces a pivotal moment where the laws
are largely in place and the focus must shift to diligent imple-
mentation and refinement. Challenges like cultural attitudes,
detecting clandestine crimes, and coordinating across borders
are not easily solved, but with sustained commitment they
can be mitigated. The trajectory is positive: the government’s
willingness to update laws and engage internationally sug-
gests a recognition that safe and ethical organ transplantation
is a national priority. By continuing to strengthen its systems
and addressing the above challenges, Azerbaijan can better
assure that organ transplantation serves the public good with-
out becoming tainted by criminal exploitation.

Conclusions. Azerbaijan’s experience with organ trans-
plantation law illustrates the delicate balance between ena-
bling medical progress and guarding against human exploita-
tion. Over the past two decades, the country has developed
a comprehensive legal framework that prohibits the commer-
cialization of human organs and seeks to ensure that all organ
transplants occur with free and informed consent. The Crimi-
nal Code provisions, particularly Article 137 on illegal organ
transactions and Article 144-1 on human trafficking for organ
removal, underscore Azerbaijan’s resolve to treat violations
not merely as ethical lapses but as serious crimes. These laws
are consistent with international standards set by the WHO
and the Council of Europe, affirming Azerbaijan’s integration
into the global consensus that organ trade must be eradicated.

The analysis of Azerbaijani legislation reveals several key
points. First, the legal framework strongly upholds the principle
of altruism in organ donation — making it unlawful to buy or sell
organs and punishing those who attempt to do so. Second, the law
provides for rigorous consent and donor protection measures,
reflecting a human-rights-oriented approach to transplantation.
Third, Azerbaijan’s recent reforms, including the 2020 transplan-
tation law and the 2023 signing of the CoE Convention, demon-
strate a commitment to improving its transplantation system
and closing any loopholes that traffickers might exploit.

Enforcement practices have shown both successes
and ongoing challenges. Azerbaijani authorities have actively
collaborated internationally to crack down on organ trafficking

rings, and they have used their legal tools to prosecute offend-
ers. However, the clandestine nature of illegal organ removal
means constant vigilance is required. The lack of deceased
donor transplants until recently was a limiting factor that inad-
vertently sustained organ scarcity and opportunities for illicit
brokers. With new policies to promote cadaveric donation now
in motion, there is hope that the dependency on living unre-
lated donors (and thus the black market) will diminish.

In a comparative perspective, Azerbaijan’s legal stance is
on par with many advanced legal systems: it outlaws organ
commercialism, includes organ trafficking in its anti-traf-
ficking laws, and is aligning with international treaties that
demand criminalization of all aspects of organ trafficking. One
can observe that as Azerbaijan’s laws converge with European
standards, the country is better positioned to cooperate in
transnational investigations and benefit from shared strategies
to combat organ trafficking.

The research highlights that a solid legal foundation, while
necessary, is not by itself sufficient. Public awareness, ethical
medical practice, and diligent law enforcement are the pil-
lars that give life to the law’s intent. Azerbaijan will need to
continue training professionals and informing citizens about
the dangers and illegality of organ trade. It will also need to
monitor the application of its laws, ensuring that those who
violate them are held accountable and that victims are pro-
tected and assisted.

In conclusion, Azerbaijan has built a framework that, if
effectively implemented, can safeguard the dignity and rights
of organ donors and recipients alike. The country’s legis-
lation on organ transplantation — buttressed by criminal law
provisions against illicit organ removal and trade — provides
a strong example of how national law can reflect and reinforce
international norms. The ongoing efforts to improve enforce-
ment and encourage lawful organ donation will determine
the ultimate success of this framework. With continued ded-
ication to both the spirit and letter of the law, Azerbaijan can
advance the noble goal of saving lives through transplanta-
tion without compromising the fundamental values of human
rights and justice.
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